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MARQUESS   OF   RIPON"                        ;
1880-1884
EORGE FREDERICK SAMUEL ROBINSON, after-
VJT wards Earl and Marquess of Ripon, was born on
24th October 1827, at 10 Downing Street, the second but
only surviving son of Frederick ("Prosperity") Robinson,
who as Viscount Goderich was one of the most ineffective
of British Prime Ministers for a few months in the year of
his son's birth, and was created Earl of Ripon six years
later. His mother was Lady Sarah Hobart, daughter of the
4th Earl of Buckinghamshire. The Robinsons were a
wealthy Yorkshire family who for more than a century by
sufficient talent, useful alliances and assiduous public
service in politics and diplomacy had acquired a position in
the Whig Party that could not be ignored.
As a boy George Robinson, who was styled Lord
Goderich, was educated privately, going neither to a
public school nor to a university. In 1849 he was attached
for a short time to a special mission to Brussels under Sir
Henry Ellis for negotiating peace between Austria and
Piedmont; and soon after his return to London he married
Ms cousin Henrietta Anne Theodosia, daughter of Henry
Vyner of Cmt5Cley..-^JIe was early interested in the Christian
Socialist movementf-was a friend of Charles Kingsley and
Thomas Hughes, and wrote a democratic pamphlet which
was held by his mentors to be too radical for publication,
In 1852 he was elected Liberal member for Hull but
was unseated 6n petition for " treating."   Next year he
was returned for Huddersfield in support of Palmerston,
and later he sat for Cobden's former seat in West Yorkshire,
' In January 1859 he' succeeded Ms father as Earl of Ripon,
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